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Cassidy Calls for Total Overhaul of Levislative Inspector General

Tuesday, Speaker Madigan reversed course from his earlier denials over the concemns | raised about retaliation
and requested an invastigation by the Legislative Inspector Genaral. While | applaud his opennass to an ingquiry,
| continue o have very real concams aboul the venue he's selecled.

The Office of Legislative Inspector Ganeral made headlines late last year after it was revealed that the position
of LIG had remained vacant for 3 years, a situation many in tha Capitol were complately unaware of, despite the
early discussions about problems with harassment in our Capitol. During the time the office was vacanl, several
complaints piled up unaddressed and we had to pass emergency legislation o extend the stalute of limitation on
casas that had died of neglect during that time. Some members of the General Assembly, mysalf included,
suggesied that the statute empowering the LIG be overhauled at the same tima to batber equip a new LIG to
truly operate independantly, but the changes made were limited to the timeline axtension at that time.

While the reasons for tha lengthy vacancy in the office of Legislative Inspacior Genearal were never publicly
reporied, news reporis at the time suggest that the issue related to a situation wherae the LIG found cause to
launch an investigation and was denied permission to open an invesligation by the parisan leadership
appointeas to the Legislalive Ethics Commission. It bears repeating here - the Inspector General cannot
procasd with an investigation unless a panel of members of the body they are charged with oversesing grants
tham tha parmission to do s0. The flaws in the procass don’t slop there though, it is riddled with trap doors, blind
alleys and loopholes designed to allow political consideration o bury any complaint thal is paolitically
inconvenientl. In addition to the lack of true indapendence in choosing wheather Lo proceed to the investigative
phasa, other problams includa:

B Neither the LIG nor the Ethics commission are required o publicly share any information about
complaints, investigations, or findings by the LIG, which is the mechanism that allows the partisan
nalure of the Ethics Commission to keep facts from the public.

B  The Legislative Ethics Commission, the group of General Assembly members appointed by legislative
leadership (4 Democrals and 4 Republicans), has the power o reject any findings of an Inspector
General.

B A simple majonty vole is required lo move an aclion forward and no provision exisls for braaking the e
vola, so anything serious could die for the lack of one vole. As a resull, party line voling on the
commission all but guaraniees no serious consequences axisl

B The minutes of the meetings of the Legislative Ethics Commission are nol required o be publicly



